Chapter 12 - Naivete and Reality

“People create barriers between each other by their fragmentary thought. Each one operates separately. When these barriers have dissolved, then there arises one mind, where they are all one unit, but each person also retains his or her own individual awareness. That one mind will still exist even when they separate, and when they come together, it will be as if they hadn’t separated. It’s actually a single intelligence that works with people who are moving in relationship with one another. Cues that pass from one to the other are being picked up with the same awareness. Therefore, these people are really all one. That separation between them is not blocking. They are all pulling together. If you had a number of people who really pulled together and worked together in this way, it would be remarkable.” ~Eisenstein

What beliefs do you hold that are naïve, meaning lacking in wisdom and experience? This kind of naivete is fantasy. What beliefs do you hold that others call naïve, but that your wisdom tells you is truth? What do you believe today that you did not believe as a child? What cynicism do you hold that is lacking in depth of understanding, perception, and experience? How and why do you adopt attitudes that are either blindly naïve or realistically cynical? Both attitudes are rooted in fear and false beliefs.

And so, how does one hold the both/and of not slipping into blind, optimistic, unfounded hope and blissful ignorance, or becoming hopelessly despairing and cynical as you notice the daily devastation all around us?  What is your own inner experience regarding your own inner growth?

Wisdom is the capacity to see the big picture, within which there is constant fluctuation, constant dying, destruction, devastation. And yet, all of it is held within the consciousness of creativity, regeneration, and life.  If death were to win, then there would be no life, and yet, Life is the container within which all death occurs.

This is true of you too. The container of your own being is consciousness, and within this consciousness arises your birth, growth, and death. All these movements, changes and fluctuations are held within infinite consciousness. 

We are in the midst of the 6th major extinction on planet earth. The previous 5 are as follows:

· Ordovician-silurian Extinction: 440 million years ago
· Devonian Extinction: 365 million years ago
· Permian-triassic Extinction: 250 million years ago
· Triassic-jurassic Extinction: 210 million years ago
· Cretaceous-tertiary Extinction: 65 million Years ago

Hundreds of thousands of species have existed for a while and then disappeared – each an expression of consciousness that plays endlessly. However, until now, consciousness has never been able to express itself in a way that results in a creature that can become aware of itself as an expression of consciousness, and is also capable of destruction of what is created by its own hand and choice. Right now, we are in a position of Man against God, instead of man surrendering to the God within. This is our choice right now.

In order to do this, we must have one essential belief in place – we are an expression of God, and we must be in alignment with the laws and will of a God of creation so as to save ourselves and the world. If we believe we are something other than this, we will surely destroy instead of create.
If I know myself and believe myself to be love and truth incarnate, why would I ever behave in any way that is not loving and truthful? And yet, I do not know many people who actually believe this, let alone try to live into the fullest revelation of this belief.

Thomas Merton, the great Christian mystic says, 

The  center of our being is a point of nothingness which is untouched by sin and by illusion, a point of truth, a point or spark which belongs entirely to God, which is ever at our disposal ... A point from which God disposes of our lives, a point which is inaccessible to the fantasies of our own mind or the brutalities of our own will. This little point of nothingness and of absolute poverty is the pure glory of God in us. It is, so to speak, God’s name written in us ...

It is like a pure diamond, blazing with the invisible light of heaven. It is in everybody, and if we could see it, we would see these billions of points of light coming together in the face and blaze of a sun that would make all the darkness and cruelty of life vanish completely ... I have no program for this seeing. It is only given. But the gate of heaven is everywhere.
~Thomas Merton
Do you believe him?  Can you see yourself in many layers – that the light that you are is covered with layers of feeling, false beliefs, and wrong choices? Are you willing to devote your life to seeing the layers that hide you from yourself? Are you completely committed to this work so that the truth of who you are can be revealed to you? Are you willing to be the mirror for another of their inner godliness as you see through the layers that get in the way of their own self-revelation? It is a project of interdependence…. I mirror you and you mirror me as best I can. I do my inner work to remove my own blindness so that I can see me, so I can see you. 

Love is the revelation of our deepest personal meaning, value and identity. But this revelation
remains impossible as long as we are the prisoners of our own egoism. I cannot find myself in
myself, but only in another. My true meaning and worth are shown to me not in my estimate of
myself, but in the eyes of the one who loves me; and that one must love me as I am, with my
faults and limitations, revealing to me the truth that these faults and limitations cannot destroy
my worth in the eyes of the one who loves me; and that I am therefore valuable as a person, in
spite of my shortcomings, in spite of the imperfections of my exterior “package.” The package is
totally unimportant. What matters is this infinitely precious message which I can discover only
in my love for another person. And this message, this secret, is not fully revealed to me unless at
the same time I am able to see and understand the mysterious and unique worth of the one I
love.  ~Thomas Merton

To see the world in this way is to recognize that there are no “bad” people, and no “holy” people. It is to see that each one of us is the same at the core, and we show our fears and false beliefs about ourselves and the world in slightly different ways – but that even in this we are all the same. Instead of dividing the world in two – with blind naivete and short-sighted cynicism – can we see deeply into all the layers, and broadly, in that there are no exceptions or real differences in the ways in which we pretend to be different from one another? In your sharing together, will you commit to practicing living this quote – you have started doing so in a truly hopeful way, that I do not believe is naïve on my part! Just at least believe in the essential goodness of each and every one of you, and also be firm but tender for the acting out of the ego when it happens within yourself and each other.







Ego function surrounding our True Self/Soul.
Are we going to bring ego into alignment with Self as one drop of infinite Consciousness or are we going to allow ego to have its own life in defiance of Self and God? One will result in creation, the other in destruction.

















Can we agree to see that none of this is actually in our control anyway? The blueprints for creations are not created by us – we are merely expressions of the Creator. Just because something goes extinct does not mean the blueprint is gone. It is in the Mind of Consciousness itself, and anything can be re-created. Does this exempt us from responsibility? No. It heightens our responsibility. We are charged with being co-creators, co-operative with the Source of the essence of our being. To not do so, is to be defiant and oppositional to the will of God. This is a dangerous situation to be in – for you and for everyone else, because love is its own limit. It will not tolerate anything that is not loving. There is a built-in self-destruction inherent in creation. All that does not fulfill the will of God destroys itself. Consider at the end of each day, “Was I co-creative or destructive to myself and so to others, and so to the world?” Write a prayer for yourself.

These are big concepts. Read this carefully. Assess where you are in your work of surrendering to the laws of love and truth and where you fall short. Find out WHY you fall short. Try again. Recommit. Notice your naivete and your cynicism. 

The Prophet Speaks of Love

Then said Almitra, Speak to us of Love.
And he raised his head and looked upon the people, and there fell a stillness upon them.
And with a great voice he said:
When love beckons to you, follow him,
Though his ways are hard and steep.
And when his wings enfold you, yield to him,
Though the sword hidden among his pinions may wound you.
And when he speaks to you, believe in him,
Though his voice may shatter your dreams as the north wind lays waste the garden.
For even as love crowns you, so shall he crucify you.
Even as he is for your growth, so is he for your pruning.
Even as he ascends to your height and caresses your tenderest branches that quiver in the sun,
So shall he descend to your roots and shake them in their clinging to the earth.
Like sheaves of corn, he gathers you unto himself.
He threshes you to make you naked.
He sifts you to free you from your husks.
He grinds you to whiteness.
He kneads you until you are pliant.
And then he assigns you to his sacred fire, that you may become sacred bread for
God's sacred feast.
All these things shall love do unto you that you may know the secrets of your heart,
and in that knowledge become a fragment of Life's heart.
But if in your fear you would seek only love's peace and love's pleasure,
Then it is better for you that you cover your nakedness and pass out of love's threshing floor,
Into the seasonless world where you shall laugh, but not all of your laughter, 
and weep, but not all of your tears.
Love gives naught but itself and takes naught but from itself.
Love possesses not nor would it be possessed.
For love is sufficient unto love.
When you love you should not say "God is in my heart," but rather, 
"I am in the heart of God."
And think not you can direct the course of love, for love, if it finds you worthy, directs your course.
Love has no other desire but to fulfill itself.
But if you love and must needs have desires, let these be your desires:
To melt and be like a running brook that sings its melody to the night.
To know the pain of too much tenderness.
To be wounded by your own understanding of love;
And to bleed willingly and joyfully.
To wake at dawn with a winged heart and give thanks for another day of loving;
To rest at the noon hour and meditate love's ecstasy.
To return home at eventide with gratitude.
And then to sleep with a prayer for the beloved in your heart and a song of praise upon your lips.

~Kahlil Gibran
