Re-Visioning the Mission of Christianity

“The harm that has been done to souls, during the centuries of Christianity, first by the literal interpretation of
the story of Adam, and then by the confusion of this myth, treated as history, with later speculations,
principally Augustinian, about original sin, will never be adequately told. In asking the faithful to confess belief
in this mythico-speculative mass and to accept it as a self-sufficient explanation, the theologians have unduly
required a sacrificium intellectus where what was needed was to awaken believers to a symbolic
superintelligence of their actual condition.”

~ Ricour, P (1967) The symbolism of evil. Emerson Buchanon, Trans) Boston: Beacon Press

Christianity has lost its meaning and relevance to modern man, and as a result the religion as the vessel of the
teachings, is dwindling in all first-world countries. Religion today is seen as nothing but hypocrisy, or at best
superstition, at this 1st world stage of egoic development. And it is true, we say one thing and live another. We are perceived to be sanctimonious, self-righteous, superior, with no truth in us. We as the church have failed. 

There have been many attempts to “modernize” and make the teachings more relevant - and this has largely been a massive failure. The only places that the teachings of the church are thriving are in communities that are still at an evolutionary stage of development represented by black and white thinking, fundamentalism,
dependency, superstition, magical thinking, literalism, and an external frame of reference.

If we ourselves still adhere to a theology of dependence on the historical story of the man Jesus, seeing him as “saving” us, instead of understanding that the Jesus myth is the one of heralding in of a new era, a new stage of development and an expanded state of consciousness for all humanity, then our teachings about Jesus will be completely useless and irrelevant.

The new era, represented by the historical figure of Jesus, is that you yourself are all the players in the great
myth. You yourself must find the God within to save yourself - and so must each human. It is not done for us in the sense that we have no responsibility. The myth is telling us what our responsibility to ourselves is. The misunderstanding of understanding literally that Jesus saved you, is ridiculous. Jesus followed his inner destiny to save himself and showed a new way for all humanity - and we have failed to follow this example for a very long time.

If this world is to survive the 6th mass extinction that we are currently experiencing, then a radical shift in
consciousness must occur on the planet. If you are reading this, then you are one being called to this quantum
leap in the evolutionary process.

It is not a hard shift theoretically and yet the difficulty in living what is required of each one of us, is
like trying to turn the Titanic in the last moments before the crash and demise of the entire ship.
The shift is simply this. Turn inward and heal the hatred within. Understand the teachings of the Christ as
one of inner healing - not outer salvation.

Religion fails us again and again by alleviating us of self-responsibility, healing our own suffering, doing the
hard inner work to heal all inner splits and all inner hatred, and all self-judgment. Until the inner work or
reconciliation, healing, inner relationship in compassion and truth, are accomplished, how are we to be in
service to the world? We will simply project our own inner broken and inner non-relational state of existence
on to others. And why would this be attractive to anyone seeking meaning of Life and God?

And maybe you even agree with me. But have YOU DONE the inner work? Do you live in a reconciled place
within yourself? Do you still judge, criticize, and refuse to relate to your inner shame with absolute truth? Do
you live in defense, or do you face every fear with love and firmness? Do you relate to every dark and difficult
place within you with the Truth and Love of the God within? And if not, do you even know the process to do
the inner healing and inner relationship? How is forgiveness, reconciliation and hope alive in you. How do you
relate to the inner victim and perpetrator. Because you are, like everyone, have both within? Who is
it within that reconciles the two. We want peace in the world. Is there inner peace between these two
aspects of self?

Do you understand the Stations of the Cross as an inner story and can you identify each of the inner processes
within yourself - or do you still see this as an external story? Do you understand each of the parables as an
inner story or an external one. Is ministry and service seen as something you do for others in the world, or
primarily to yourself? Which way around is it? Does every angry, belligerent, judgmental and critical part of
yourself submit to the inner SELF, that is Love and Truth incarnate? Or do you still disobey these aspects of
self? Do you live in spiritual by-pass - being elevated above your suffering, shame, doubt and ignoring these
aspects of self, or do you relate to them with acceptance and humility?

If we cannot answer the above questions with conviction and truth, knowing the entire myth within, then how
can we encourage others to join us in this great inner turning?

Until we ourselves live in peace, love, joy, truth, and awareness in relationship to every aspect of our own
being, every age, every stage and every condition and experience of our lives, then we will not be able to be of
service to the world. All service will be fake.

These are hard words. But this is not the time for playing around. Spirit demands a great turning inward. Or
we will be rendered irrelevant, just like the dinosaurs.

Our mission is now to encourage the GREAT INNER TURNING. It is to lead the way and establish ways for
people to save themselves from themselves, through the recognition of their divine and royal descent. As a
child of God, you have within the spark of divinity, and it is this that must be brought into inner relationship
with our fallen humanity. The reconciliation between God and human can only happen within. It is not
through trying to be a good person but learning to be a loving person. And these two things are not
necessarily the same thing at all.

Only once every aspect of self is known and brought into the embrace of our OWN compassion and wisdom -
that is always the expression of the GREAT LOVE and TRUTH of the universe, can we save the world. The world
is you. If you save you, you save the larger world. If you do not, you have no contribution to make, either
individually or as a church. You are irrelevant then to the work that must happen on this planet at this time.
So, can our mission as a community be ,to turn inward, and really do the inner work? Can we see the inner work as being informed by the myth of the Christ. Can we embody, live, and work the myth - it is the story of how to walk the path to liberation from suffering for ourselves - and then this ripples out to the world. It is not the other way around.

We understand now that what the great mystics are saying and what quantum mechanics is saying is the
same.

Instead of rejecting the superstitious levels of externally focused religious teachings, and living in the sterile
world of Newtonian physics and modern science, we are called to integrate the teachings of the mystics, with
the quantum science of today, and this is achieved internally - not externally in knowledge, but internally
through gnosis and hard work.

Can our mission now be to establish ways in which we encourage and support and bring in the expertise, to
help people turn inward, find the Christ within, learn to live internally in complete awareness with every
aspect of their humanity, in compassion and wisdom? Can we show people how to die to the dualities of the
crosses on which they hang? Can we find ways for their hearts to be pierced wide open and for compassion to
pour forth for their own suffering. Can we teach them to live in relationship to the God within and so embrace
their destiny of being fully human and fully divine, in loving relationship? Only if you have done it yourself.
Can we create a quantum ripple in the world? What would happen if 2 or 3 were truly gathered in this mission
- in the mission of inner relationship, every aspect of self, held in the Spirit of Love and Truth?

Nothing that I am saying is new. However, it is not being lived. Understanding the words and living the
relationship is completely different. The one is reading the map; the other is walking the path.
As I age, I realize there is little I can DO for the world. What is required is the fullest integration of my own
being so that as the body decays, loses function and dies, the soul shines ever brighter as it incorporates and
welcomes back every lost part of myself in Love. And it is this luminosity that shines into the world as Truth,
Inspiration and Hope. However, whether it is recognized in the world or not, it is registered at the level of the
quantum and ripples into the spiritual universe as healing. The work, the great work, is myself.

And if I understand the inner process then I will find ways to facilitate others finding their way in the dark
too, but this will always be secondary to the inner work.

All the ways in which we have been taught to do this inner work are fraught with misunderstanding by people
who are in spiritual by-pass, have teachings, but no real knowledge, have read the map but not walked the
inner Via Dolorosa to the cross of dying to all inner dualities and being resurrected into a new state of
consciousness. You cannot be resurrected by elevating yourself above your suffering, but only by descending
into the hell of that suffering with a bleeding heart.

Just imagine if this small group committed to this path - internally.

The over-all mission of a dying church, is to embrace this shift. The specific “how to’s” and goals are secondary
to the overall understanding of the importance of a radical shift in consciousness for each one of you. The commitment, prayer and intention are first to the God within, for you. Then the ways in which these ripples outward in service to the world will be self-evident.

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞
There is an ancient alchemical text that says:
“Whosoever wishes to enter the philosophical rose garden without keys is like a man who wishes to walk
without feet.”

This saying invites us to discover the keys to opening doors to a deeper understanding than the
intellect can grasp - an understanding at the level of imagination, meaning, intuition and wisdom.
In thinking about what these keys might be it seems to me that stories that have stood the test of time
are telling a universal story of internal development and growth which is mirrored in the external symbols of
the world and physical existence. The process of this growth and the principles and dynamics underlying this
growth is the same for all people and so the story told is my story, no matter what symbols, characters or
story line is used. Indeed, the story of our own lives is an outward expression of an inner state of being. Our
inner state is not static but growing and changing and so the external expression of our lives is dynamic and
changing. Our story is powerful and filled with meaning and our story needs to be told, understood and
shared.

The characters in the stories, just like all the characters of our own dream life, are personifications of
our own inner states of being qualities inherent within ourselves. The characters in the stories are all
representations of inner relationships with different aspects of self. I am the baby Jesus, the Virgin, Herod, the
Wise men, the shepherds, and the donkey and this is the story of my birth. Everything in the myth represents
an aspect of me in the story of my existence. People in my world mirror back to me inner aspects of my own
being if I am willing to look in the mirror without judgment. Reading the story this way facilitates integration
and inner communication, healing of inner conflicts and a gathering together of the scattered and disavowed
parts of ourselves.

The journey is a mythical story of the inner pilgrimage away from God and then back towards God,
from whence we originated. The evolution of our own consciousness is depicted as the pilgrim’s progress, or Prodigal Son towards a fully aware consciousness. The story helps us orient ourselves and reassure us about the path on which we are.

A good story is full of symbol - which is a representation of a deeper reality that cannot be seen. For
instance, as a symbol, “a key” can be seen to mean a clue that points to a deeper meaning, not just a metal
object that opens a physical door. And a door can be seen to mean an opening into an expanded state of
consciousness, not just a wooden structure blocking the entrance to a physical room. A star is an astral body
in the heavens and it is also the reflection of light in the soul of every human...

When the intellect attempts to interpret myth, it sees stories as linear and progressive, historical, time
bound, factual, one-time events about other people. Reading with higher mind or wisdom is to recognize that
myths represent ongoing, cyclical dynamics in our own beings. E.g., Birth and death happen over and over
again, in our lives.

How then can I understand the story of the Birth of Christ as my story?
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External Theology of Dependence					 Internal Process of Relational 												Experience
Intellectual (Ego’s) Understanding 					Wisdom (Soul’s) Understanding

Literal 									Symbolic
Factual 								Analogy/ metaphor
Linear (Beginning/Middle/End) 					Cyclical
External 								Internal
About others 								About me
Dualistic (me/them) 							Unitive
Historical (Past, Future) 						Present -Every moment is in this moment
Time Bound 								Spatial
Specific 								Universal
Story 									Myth
Heroes and Villains 							Aspects of self
Obvious 								Hidden
Physical 								Archetypal
One time event 							Ongoing process



Don’t go outside your house to see the flowers.
My friend, don’t bother with that excursion.
Inside your body there are flowers.
One flower has a thousand petals.
That will do for a place to sit.
Sitting there you will have a glimpse of beauty
inside the body and out of it,
before gardens and after gardens.
~Kabir

Direct your eye right inward, and you’ll find
A thousand regions in your mind
Yet undiscovered. Travel them and be
Expert in home-cosmography.
~Thoreau, Walden

What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters compared to what lies within us.
~Oliver Wendell Holmes

Beneath the coarse surface of material being
I managed to touch the eternal purple hue,
And I came to know the radiance of divinity. ~Solovyov
